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Firm adds
community
service to
legal feats

reenberg Glusker’s philan-
thropicachievements rivalits

legal ones. Its attorneys
serve on several educational, reli-
gious, advoecaey and other charita-
ble nonprofit boards, including:
Public Counsel, the public interest
law firm co-sponsored by the Bev-
erly Hills Bar Assn. and the L.A.
County Bar Assn.; the Alliance for
Children’s Rights; the Legal Aid
Foundation; and Bet Tzedek.

Litigation partner Bob Chapman
says Greenberg Glusker's publie-
service spirit originated with its
founding partners. “Their whole
idea of practicing law means more
than just working for the clients. It
al:-u means being involved in the
community and
giving back”

In February the
Anti-Defamation
League honored
founding partner
Arthur Greenberg
for his community
involvement — the
most recent of
many such acco-
lades for Green-
berg. Name part-
ner Sid Machtin-
ger got a lifetime
achievement
award from the
ACLU in 1996.

Managing part-
ner Norm Levine is particularly
proud of the pro bono deeds of the
firm's voungest lawyvers. Associate
Liza Pierson Weinberger received
the Circle of Exeellence Award from
anti-domestic violence org Jenesse
Center. The California State Bar
honored ass \LI.LL-_» tachel Wilkes for
securing U.S. asylum for a transgen-
der Mexican woman facing de'ui:_\'
abuse in her home country.

Chapman, who mr;nage:‘- Green-
berg Glusker’s pro bono activities

along with Weinberger and partner
Ricardo Cestero, recalls the previ-
ous summer, when the firm sent a
group to staff a clinic that helped
Holocaust survivors handle their
legal claims against the German
government. “There was a combi-
nation of partners, associates, and
paralegals, so (this focus on serving
the community) runs throughout
the entire firm,” Chapman s
— Robyn Weisman
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LAVYERING LEGENDS STILL
HONING THEIR PRACTICE

Hollywood’s competitive legal scene requires constant toil and trial

By ROBYN WEISMAN Glusker Fields Claman & Machtinger met both of his

requirements. “It was the favorite place (at which) I
hen new-media litigator Steve Smith interviewed, and I met at least (twice as many) peo-
interviewed at different law firmsback  ple there as I met at any other firm,” Smith says.
in the early 1990s, he was looking for *“(Partner) Elizabeth Moriarty introduced me not

m

two things:
legal reputation and one where he

would want to stay and build a career.
“The only way I could figure that out was to meet
the people, get a feel for them and think to myszelf,
‘Are these the type of intelligent, progressive-think-
ing, nice people I could (work with) every day for my

career? ” Smith says.

Of all the firms Smith met with, only Greenberg

a firm with an excellent just to the lawyers but the secretaries, paralegals,

runners, kitchen staff, everybody.”
Smith’s sentiments toward Greenberg Glusker
reflect the goals of founding partner Arthur Green-
berg when he establizshed the firm with Phil Glusker
and Irving Hill 50 years ago this week. “I had beenin
practice a few years and felt it was important to
practice law with extraordinarily able lawyers and
See PRACTICE page A4

FORMIDABLE TEAM: Greenb:

g Glusker name partners include, from left, Bert Fields, Arthur Green-

berg, Stephen Claman, Sidney Machtinger and Phil Glusker. Glusker and Machtinger are retired.
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banking.
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Ifs:a privilege to serve you
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MARY DECKEBACH
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