
PRO BOND

Firm adds
community
service to
legal feats
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thropic achievements rival its
legal ones. I ts  attorneys

serve on several educational, reli-
gious, advocacy and other charita-
ble nonprofit boards, including:
Public Counsel, the public interest
law firm co-sponsored by the Bev •
erly Hills Bar Assn. and the L.A.
County Bar Assn.: the Alliance for
Children's Rights; the Legal Aid
Foundation; and Bet Tzedek.

Litigation partner Bob Chapman
says Greenberg Glusker's public-
service spirit originated with its
founding partners. "Their whole
idea of practicing law means mom-
than just working for the clients. It
also means being involved in the

community a n d
giving back."

In February the
Anti-Defamation
League honored
founding partner
Arthur Greenberg
for his community
involvement — the
most recent o f
many such acco-
lades for  Green-
berg. Name part-
ner Sid Machtin-
ger got a lifetime
a c h i e v e m e n t
award f rom the
ACLU in 19901

Managing part-
ner Norm Levine is particularly
proud of the pro bono deeds of the
furn's youngest lawyers. Associate
Lisa Pierson Weinberger received
the Circle of Excellence Award from
anti-domestic violence org Jenesse
Center. The California State Bar
honored associate Rachel Wilkes for
securing U.S. asylum fora transgen-
der Mexican woman facing deadly
abuse in her home country.

Chapman, who manages Green-
berg Glusker's pro boric) activities
along with Weinberger and partner
Ricardo Cestero, recalls the previ-
ous summer, when the firm sent a
group to staff a clinic that helped
Holocaust survivors handle their
leg-al claims
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government. "There was a combi-
nation of partners, associates, and
paralegals, so (this focus on serving
the community) runs throughout
the entire firm." Chapman says.

— Robyn Weisman

Mapman

Levine

THE PELLICANO TRAL FAILED MISERABLY TO LIVE UP TO
ITS BILLING AS AN O.J. Pv1PSON-LEVEL MEDIA EVENT
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interviewed at different law firms back
in the early 19(•&, he was looking for
two things: a firm with an excellent
legal reputation and one where he

would want to stay and build a career.
"The only way I could figure that out was to meet

the people, get a feel for them and think to myself.
'Are these the type of intelligent, progressive-think-
ing, nice people I could (work with) every day for my
career?" Smith says.

Of all the firms Smith met with. only Greenberg

LEGTADS STILL
ffiR PRACTc

-Hollywood's competitive legal scene requires constant toil and trial
Glusker Fields Claman Machtinger met both of his
requirements. "It was the favorite place (at which) I
interviewed, and I met at least (twice as many) peo-
ple there as I met at any other firm." Smith says.
"(Partner) Elisabeth Moriarty introduced me not
just to the lawyers but the secretaries, paralegals,
runners, kitchen staff, everybody."

Smith's sentiments toward Greenberg Glusker
reflect the goals of founding partner Arthur Green-
berg when he established the firm with Phil Glusker
and Irving Hill 50 years ago this week."! had been in
practice a few years and felt it was important to
practice law with extraordinarily able lawyers and

See PRACTICE page As

FORMIDABLE TEAM: Greenberg Glusker name partners Inc( udefrom left, Bert Fields, Arthur Green-
berg, Stephen Cla man. Sidney Machtinger and Phil Glusker. Glusker and Machlinger are retired_
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LEGAL L A N D M A R K S :
Greenberg Glusker clients
who hare used the firm's
skills include, clockwise

from top left, Tom
Clancy, the trust of

Tolkien (shown),
Jeffrey Katzen berg

(shown to left of Michael
Eisner) and Torn Cruise.
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ings," Greenberg says.
"It's been an amazing ride, and

its exceeded my expectations
nil dreams by many times." he

continues. "We have assembled
some verygood lawyers and very
fine human beings."

Greenberg's appraisal seems
accurate, albeit modest. His 85-
attorney firm, which offers civil
law services in real estate, taxa-
tion, and a host of other prac-
tices in addition to its entertain-
ment-related ones, is as much a
Hollywood icon as the people it
represents.

Managing partner N o r m
Levine says Greenberg Glusker
first becarne recognized as a lead-
ing entertainment law firm when
legendary litigator Bert Fields
joined it in 191it1
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Since Fields' arrival, the ;inn
has built what Levine describes as
a three-generation practice. It in-
clude; attomer, like partner Bob
Chapman, who obtained a record

million jury verdict for Francis
Ford Coppola transactional whiz
Bob Marshall, who represented

Tom Cruise in his
quest to rebuild
United Artists;
and younger
partners l i k e
Bonnie Eskena-
zi. who parmered
with Fields i n
Katzenberg v.
Disney and now

is the lead attorney representing
the Toliden Trust in its profit-par-
ticipation lawsuit against Nets-
Line Cinema.
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a full-service environment for our
entertainment clients t o  pro-
vide not just litigation support
but a l m
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need, whether it's help in acquir-
ing real property, estate plan-
ning. employment issues and in-
tellectual property," Levine says.

At the same time. Greenberg
Glusker's relatively small size
and dose-knit culture make it it
more nimble adversary than the
Goliath-sized firms that are over-
taking so much of the legal land-
scope. Eskenazi says Greenberg
Glusker's ability to put forth a
united front gave her team an ad-
vantage over Disney's legal team
during the Katzenbergatse.

"We had seven people work-
ing full-time on that case, and we
'mew everything everybody else
was doing," Eskenazi says. In
contrast, the other team "had
somewhere between 15 to al at-
torneys. It's nearly impossible to
run a cohesive case when you
have that many people."

Advances in production and
distribution technologies, plus
the evolution of content, are re-
shaping the entertainment land-
scape. Smith has experienced
these changes with clients like
vidgarne publisher Ubisoft.

Recently Smith negotiated
Ubisoft's acquisition of the rights
to author Tom Clancy's name and
likeness for motion pictures, re-
lated books and other ancillary
rights along with their use in fu-
ture vidgame

There have been other situa-
tions where a videogame proper-
ty gets licensed to a motion pic-
ture company, but this is the first
time where the videogame com-
pany itself is acquiring the rights
from the original (intellectual
property) creator for the purpose
of creating videogames, motion
pictures—everything, especially
of this size," says Smith. "My be-
lief is that Ubisoft will be making
motion pictures someday."

But the key to topnotch legal
services remains t h e  same,
whether it's tililli, 21)09 or 21i59,
says managing partner Levine.
"It's being responsive, creative
and on the cutting edge — and
that's where we intend to stay."

Eskertazi


